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PRESENT  

Cabinet Members 

Councillor Nicholas Paget-Brown (Leader of the Council), Chairman 
Councillor Rock Feilding-Mellen (Deputy Leader, Housing, Property and 

Regeneration) 
Councillor Tim Ahern (Environment, Environmental Services and Leisure)  

Councillor Elizabeth Campbell (Family and Children’s Services) 
Councillor Timothy Coleridge (Planning Policy, Transport and Arts) 

Councillor Joanna Gardner (Community Safety, IT and Corporate Services) 
Councillor Gerard Hargreaves (Voluntary Organisations and Resident 

Engagement)   

Councillor Warwick Lightfoot (Finance and Strategy) 
Councillor Mary Weale (Adult Social Care and Public Health)  

Councillor Emma Will (Education and Libraries) 
 

Other Members in attendance 

Councillor Mason (Chairman of Cabinet and Corporate Services Scrutiny 

Committee)  
Councillor Rossi (Chairman of Public Realm Scrutiny Committee) 

 
 

P A R T   A   (P U B L I C)   M I N U T E S 
 

 

A1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Pascall (Lead 

Member). 

A2. MEMBERS' DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

There were none. 

A3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19 FEBRUARY 2015 

The minutes of the meeting held on 19 February 2015 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman, subject to the inclusion of 

Councillor Hargreaves in the list of apologies for absence. 

A4. BOROUGH WIDE NON-IMMEDIATE ARTICLE 4 DIRECTION FOR 

BASEMENT EXTENSIONS TO DWELLING HOUSES – KD04512 

This report recommended that the Council makes a non-immediate Article 

4 Direction to remove permitted development rights for basement 
extensions to dwelling houses. 



   

 2 

In introducing the report, Councillor Coleridge advised that it represented 
another strand in the Council’s direction of travel in protecting its residents 

with regard to basement development.  He outlined the three options 
available to the Council, and the effect of each -    

 Article 4 Direction Borough-wide; 

 Immediate Article 4 direction; or 

 Non-immediate Article 4 direction; 

Members noted that the decision to proceed with a borough-wide non-

immediate Article 4 Direction would maintain a consistency of approach 
across basements policy.  This would come into effect after a year and 

would be subject to a period of public consultation beforehand.  Proceeding 

with a non-immediate Article 4 Direction would enable the Council to be 
proactive with the least amount of risk.     

RESOLVED – Cabinet agreed to approve a Borough-wide non-immediate 
Article 4 Direction to remove permitted development rights for basement 

extensions to dwelling houses.  

Reasons for the decision 

Basements within certain limits can be built (in the cartilage of houses) 
without the need for planning permission through the use of ‘permitted 

development’ (PD) rights.  With the introduction of Planning Policy CL7: 
Basements and its stringent planning requirements, there would be an 

incentive for some owners to construct basements using their permitted 
development rights rather than applying for planning permission.  Such 

development would not be caught by any of the requirements of Policy CL7 
which have been carefully designed to mitigate harmful construction and 

other impacts on residents and on the residential character of the Borough.  

The risk of basements being built using PD rights is borough-wide.  The 
Council should therefore consider acting proactively to bring all basements 

under planning control by making an Article 4 Direction. 

Action by: EDPBD   

A5. HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT ASSETS DISPOSAL AND 

CONVERSION POLICY - KD04451     

 This report presented the Housing Revenue Account Assets Disposal and 

Conversion Policy for decision. 

Councillor Feilding-Mellen introduced the revised report and appendix, 
which had been amended from the version circulated with the agenda to 

take into account comments made by the Housing and Property Scrutiny 
Committee with regard to the consistent use of affordable housing.  The 

policy sets out the limited circumstances under which affordable housing 
within the HRA can be considered for sale on the open market or converted 

to an alternative tenure.   
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In terms of running a successful HRA, this will give the Council the 
opportunity to decide on the disposal, in a limited number of 

circumstances.  Disposal would allow the Council to capitalise upon the 
value of properties to develop new, more accessible and higher quality 

affordable housing units and invest in  

Members agreed to amend paragraph 5.18 of the policy as follows –  

‘Freehold interests in blocks where all properties are leasehold properties 
will be considered for disposal.  This will help to reduce the Council’s 

liabilities with leaseholders/cash flow issues where there are payment 
disputes’. 

RESOLVED - Cabinet agreed to adopt the policy in Appendix A (as 

amended).     

Reasons for the decision   

The Council has ambitions to regenerate its housing stock, improving the 
Public Realm and the overall quality of life in the borough.  Any income 

from disposals or conversions will be re-invested back into the Council’s 
housing stock, both to increase supply and improve its quality.        

 Action by: DH 

A6. PROPOSAL TO REMODEL COLVILLE PRIMARY SCHOOL AND EXPAND 

ITS INTAKE FROM 45 TO 60 PUPILS PER ANNUM - KD04485 

This report and the exempt appendix sought agreement to the proposal to 

extend and remodel the current Colville Primary School building to enable 
two forms of entry, in accordance with the preferred scheme as described.  

It asked that officers be permitted, subject to statutory consultations, to 
proceed with development of the recommended proposals in order to 

progress a scheme designed to increase children’s ability to access places 
at this heavily oversubscribed school, and where feasible, to improve its 

existing facilities. 

Members noted that the extension of the school to increase the number of 

places available would greatly assist on the pressure of the school.  The 
current 1.5 form entry is regarded as far from ideal and the expansion 

would provide a more appropriate organisational structure, as set out in 
the School Organisation Plan.    

RESOLVED – Cabinet agreed 

(i) To approve the progression of the scheme from the completed 
feasibility/phasing study as articulated in the report in order, subject 

to consultation, to expand Colville Primary School from 1.5 forms of 
entry to 2 forms of entry.  This proposal will increase its permanent 

capacity by 105 places, provide some significant internal 
refurbishment and some minor external remodelling of the existing 

building and enable the community to access more widely the 
facilities of the school; 
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(ii) That it be noted that the expansion would be subject to a statutory 
four week consultation with the school and its community as required 

by the School Organisation (Prescribed Alternations to Maintained 
Schools England) Regulations 2013/3110.  This consultation would 

begin towards the end of April 2015 and the proposal determined by 
the Cabinet Member for Education and Libraries after the 

consultation; 

(iii) To approve the release of the capital pipeline resources as set out in 

the exempt appendix; 

(iv) The procurement of a design team for the remainder of the project, a 

break clause being implemented in June 2015 if the proposal is not 

determined for progression by the Cabinet Member for Education and 
Libraries as a result of the consultation; and  

(v) The procurement of a technical client side team, for the life of the 
project, with a similar break clause to that referred to in relation to 

the design team.       

Reasons for the decision 

This decision is required in order to - 

 Expand from 1.5 to 2 forms of entry and improve the satisfaction of 

parental preference for this oversubscribed school; 

 Improve access by children to a ‘Good’ and further improving school 

as a result; 

 Develop more appropriate teaching and intervention spaces with 

better specialist facilities to assist the school in raising standards 
further; 

 Significantly develop the already effective role of the school in the 

community and that community’s access to high quality facilities and 
activities; 

 Upgrade tired internal and external fabric as appropriate to the 
proposal to expand; 

 Provide, in accordance with the objectives of the current School 
Organisation Plan, a more appropriate organisational structure, 

further supporting the school in its drive to improve pupil outcomes; 
and 

 ‘Renew the Legacy’ – reflecting the Royal Borough’s continued 
investment in its assets.     

Action by: DS/DCPCS 

A7. OFFICE STATIONERY CONTRACT AWARD - KD04471    

This report and the exempt appendix sought approval to enter into a 3.5 
year contract with Office Depot to provide office stationery pursuant to Lot 
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1 of the London Contracts Supplies Group stationery Framework 
Agreement.  This follows a procurement exercise undertaken by the 

London Borough of Havering as the lead authority. 

RESOLVED – That approval be given to entering into a 3.5 year call-off 

contract with Office Depot for office stationery pursuant to Lot 1 of the 
London Contracts Supplies Group office stationery Framework Agreement.     

Reasons for the decision 

The existing contract for office stationery is due to end on 31 March 2015.  

Calling off from the framework agreement for a period of 3.5 years will 
deliver a 20% reduction in office stationery costs per annum.  Based on 

sample expenditure profile this is likely to produce savings in the region of 

£26,270 per annum or £89,318 over the tem of the contract. 

Action by: DCPCS 

A8. FLAT 7, 22 ELM PARK GARDENS - KD04414  

 This report and the exempt appendix sought approval to the Council 
granting a lease extension on the terms set out in the exempt appendix. 

RESOLVED – Cabinet agreed to approve the grant of a lease extension on 
the terms set out in the exempt appendix.    

REASONS FOR THE DECISION 

The Council is obliged to grant a lease extension of the flat and 
appurtenant property, as a valid section 42 Notice was served.  This asset 

is held in the Housing Revenue Account.  This proposal represents a 
consideration equal to market value and the best consideration reasonably 

obtainable. 

  Action by: DCPCS 

A9. NEW LETTINGS – SECOND FLOOR (EAST AND WEST WING) 

KENSINGTON CENTRAL LIBRARY - KD04487 

 This report and the exempt appendix sought approval for the grant of two 
new leases contracted outside the security of tenure and compensation 

provisions of the Landlord and Tenant Act, 1954, Part II (as amended).  
The Heads of Terms are contained in the exempt appendix.  

 RESOLVED – Cabinet approved the grant of the new leases under the 
Heads of Terms contained in the exempt appendix.   

Reasons for the decision 

Kensington Central Library is undergoing major refurbishment work to 

update the fabric and mechanical/electrical services.  This is to ensure that 
the fabric of the building and its services are fit for purpose for another 

twenty years and to create a much improved office provision within the 
non-operational areas of the building to assist in achieving some of the 

objectives of the Council’s 2020 Corporate Property Strategy.   
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As the property is now held in the Council’s Investment Portfolio, Cabinet 
approval is sought for these lettings to ensure that some of the capital 

outlay for the refurbishment works begins to deliver income as soon as 
possible.     

Action by: DCPCS 

A10. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 Local Government Act 1972, as amended by the Local Government 
(Access to Information) Act 1985 

 Cabinet resolved that the press and public be excluded from the meeting 
for the following specific items of business on the grounds that they may 

involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part I of 
Schedule 12A to the Act, as amended: 

B1. EXEMPT MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19 FEBRUARY 2015 

 Public summary of the decision: 

 The exempt minutes of the meeting held on 19 February 2015 were 
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  

B2. PROPOSAL TO REMODEL COLVILLE PRIMARY SCHOOL AND EXPAND 
ITS INTAKE FROM 45 TO 60 PUPILS PER ANNUM   

 Public summary of the decision: 

 See minute A6 above. 

B3. OFFICE STATIONERY CONTRACT AWARD 

 Public summary of the decision: 

See minute A7 above.  

B4. FLAT 7, 22 ELM PARK GARDENS, SW10 – STATUTORY LEASE 
EXTENSION 

 Public summary of the decision: 

 See minute A8 above. 

B5. NEW LETTINGS – SECOND FLOOR (EAST AND WEST WING) 
KENSINGTON CENTRAL LIBRARY 

 Public summary of the decision: 

See minute A9 above.    

The meeting ended at 7.20 pm 

 

 

Chairman 


